Tales from the Ar 

Sporadic accounts of research and progress in Wil^wso* -J} 


We thought we knew a thing or two about the 
parents of Emily Rooke (Grandpa Kelly’s mother, 
pictured here in about 1925). The old Williamson 
family tree says that her father’s name was John 
Rooke, and the family remembered John’s wife as 
“Grandma”. Told you it was a thing or two. 

It probably won’t surprise you to hear that even the 
one name we had was wrong! 



Pinch me, I must be dreaming 

Doubts started to creep in at about the time that our 
cousin JG McBain in Vancouver sent us a link to some 
McBain census information on Ancestry.com. We 
didn’t have an account for that pay-for-use service, but 
for some reason, his link worked for us anyway. 

The reason turned out to be that Ancestry’s methods of 
authentication were a little, shall we say, non-existent. 
We figured out that by playing with all the gobble-dee- 
gook in the URL, we could look at any Manitoba 
census we wanted to, and even filter the results by 
surname. 

They’ve since closed the back door, but while it lasted, 
we managed to locate the Rooke family in 1901. 
(Today the entire 1901 census of Canada is available 
for free at www.automatedgenealogy.com, among 
others). The surprise was that the only Rooke families 


were a “Jemima” with a couple of daughters born in the 
U.S., a “John L.” who was much too young, and an 
“Arthur”. We had no luck finding a marriage for John 
Rooke and Jemima, so couldn’t be sure who she was. 

Turning the clock back twenty years solved the 
problem, but we had to wait for the LDS to come on¬ 
line with the 1881 transcription before we could get 
Laura photocopying in Winnipeg. 1 

But in 1881, the head of the only “Rooke” household 
was named James (not John)! His wife was Jemima, 
and the oldest children were born in England, like their 
parents. A quick shift over to the LDS International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) and we found a marriage for 
James Rooke and Jemima Pinch (get it now?) that took 
place in 1864 in St. Kew Cornwall. It certainly helps 
when you have the right names.... 
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Do the math from their oldest child’s age of 17 in 1881, 
and you can see that between the marriage date and the 
combination of names, we knew we had found them. 


Any time a family line hits Cornwall, it’s good news! 
It’s the best place in England we’ve found for on-line 
family research. They have a huge and active volunteer 
community busily transcribing records, and they are far 
ahead of the rest of the country (therefore world) in 
virtually every public genealogy project going on. 

Unfortunately, a lot of it is still a work in progress, and 
while we found numerous references to Rookes and few 
Pinches, we were having a very hard time untangling 
them. We thought we had a line on James Rooke’s 
parents, but Jemima was eluding us entirely. 


On a whim, we turned to 
plain old Google. I typed 
“pinch kew Cornwall” and 
clicked Search, expecting a lot of nothing. 


Google 

of r\ f n In i n tr 


The first hit was from a gentleman named Clive Pinch, 
who was working on a single-name study of four Pinch 
families in Cornwall. One of the four was in St. Kew, 
beginning with a Thomas Pinch who married in 1635! 


Thomas Pinch 

+ Dorothy Packet 
married in 1635 


John Pinch (1647-1709) 
+ Betres 
married in 1675 


John Pinch (1682-1743) 
+ Elizabeth Kellow 
married in 1702 


John Pinch (1720-) 

+ Mary Worden (1728-) 
married in 1746 


John Pinch (1747-) 
+ Mary Blewett 
married in 1774 


Edmund Pinch (1782-1869) 

+ Thomasin Sincock (1778-1845) 
married in 1805 


Fingers crossed, we started looking deeper. His priority 
for the single-name study was to connect every person 
named Pinch in Cornwall. This meant that he would not 
track Pinch women after their marriage, at least not 
until his primary goal was achieved. Rooke schmooke. 

However, at the bottom extreme of his St. Kew branch 
was a woman named Jemima, who married a guy 
named Rooke in 1864. The furthest extent of our 
research was just enough to touch the opposite extent of 
his, and our “brick wall” was suddenly a bay window. 
The end result was almost twenty previously unknown 
direct ancestors spanning 250 years. While it was 
not quite an “Edgcumbe” moment, it is by far 
the best return on an investment of three 
keywords that we’ve ever had. 

Sadly, Clive and his site have disappeared 
from the net, although we did exchange 
e-mail with him long enough thank 
him for his efforts and for sharing 
the results, and to download an 
updated St. Kew file. 


John Pinch (1806-1886) 

+ Jane Toms (1803-) 
married in 1833 

__ 

Jemima Pinch (1840-1918) 
+ James Rooke (1842-1899) 

married February 20, 1864 


Emily Rooke (1868-1926) 

+ G.H. Williamson (1856-1922) 
married March 28, 1888 
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A Pinch or two of old St. Kew 


1817 Gazetteer: St Kew is a parish and vicarage 
containing 216 houses, and 1113 inhabitants. It is 8 
miles nearly N. W. from Bodmin, 7 S. W. from 
Camelford, 6 nearly E. from Padstow. and 3 1/2 from 
Wadebridge which is the Post 
office town. 11 

Today, the Parish of St. Kew is 
a quiet agricultural area that lies 
in a relatively sheltered spot in 
North Cornwall. Rising land 
protects its northern and 
western boundaries from the 
excesses of the Atlantic gales. 

Its southern boundary is 
provided by the River Allen, 
alongside which runs the main 
road between Wadebridge and 
Camelford. 

In all, the Parish has some 
6,500 acres and the population 
is around 1,200. It has a long 
recorded history, starting in the 
7th century when monks from 
Wales arrived and discovered an established monastery, 
thought to have been founded in the 5th century by St. 
Docco. The precise position of this community, named 
Lanhedoc, is uncertain. There is a farm called Lanow, 
the name of the Parish in the Domesday Book, about 
half a mile from the Church, which could have been the 
site. Alternatively, there is support for it having been on 
the site of the present Church where, until the 18th 
century, there was an additional Chapel. Others have 
suggested it might have been in the grounds of 
Trewane, near Trelill, or along the northern boundary 
near St. Endellion Church. 


The Parish Church is an impressive 15 th Century 
building, reflecting the prosperity of the inhabitants 
who supported it. Its windows contain some of the best 
medieval stained glass in Cornwall. It is thought that 
they were brought from Bodmin when St. Petrocs 
Church was modernised in 1469. 111 

The Parish Church at St. Kew, 1880. 


Our Pinch family attended this very church from at 
least 1635, when our earliest known ancestor in the 
family, Thomas Pinch, married a woman named 
Dorothy Packett. Information about their children and 
subsequent generations has largely been pieced together 
using the records kept by this church. 

The only other documentation we currently have of the 
early family is in the record of Cornwall Protestation 
Returns of 1642, of which Thomas Pinch was a 
signatory. 1V It’s not until 1841, the year of the first 
“nominal” (i.e., including names) census of England, 
that we have a rich and 
accessible secondary source to 
help tie individuals together into 
families (probate records are 
another possibility). 



The church today (St. James the Great). 



In that year, John Pinch and 
Jane Toms lived in St. Kew 
village with their first five 
children, the youngest of which 
was one-year-old Jemima. 

Next door were John’s mother 
Thomasin and brother Elisha. 
John’s father Edmund does not 
appear, and at first we thought 
our wires were crossed and he 
had died earlier than the parish 
records indicated. However, we 
found him alive and well in 
1851 and 1861. We’re still not 
sure where he was, but we know 
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that the census documented the location of people 
exactly where they happened to be on the night of June 
6, 1841. It is possible that he was travelling (he was a 
millwright - did they make mill-calls on Sundays?). 

John Pinch (1806) became a millwright like his father. 
This is a good distinguishing characteristic, because he 
had a cousin John of the same age in St. Kew. 
Fortunately, the cousin came from a line of Pinch stone¬ 
masons. His wife Jane Toms was originally from North 
Petherwin, a parish east of St. Kew. We have yet to 
track down her family, but there are later connections to 
the Toms name that may provide some clues. 

In 1861, John and Jane appear in the census with a 
growing family and growing millwright business, 
although Jemima and three of her sisters are missing/ 
Jemima was a housekeeper for the Vicar of St. Minver vl 
(just down the road to the west), and her sister Mary 


A Pinch of Canada (with a dash of Iowa) 

We know that James and Jemima spent long enough in 
Ontario to have three children there: Sydney (who died 
in infancy), Arthur, and Ethel who, although her birth 
was not registered at the time, later applied for a birth 
certificate with the supporting assertion of her older 
brother that she was born in Hamilton. 

Since James and Jemima were in Manitoba in 1881, if it 
were not for the fact that their youngest children were 
bom in the U.S. according to that census, we would 
have assumed they went straight to Manitoba from 
Ontario. Their southern sojourn could easily have 
remained a mystery were it not for some great timing. 

South of the border, the census occurs on the zeros, not 
the ones, so on the off chance we might find them, we 
searched the 1880 U.S. census. Since we had no idea 
where they might have been, it was a shot in the dark. 


appears in the same capacity for the Vicar of St. Kew. 
Squeaky clean, those Pinch girls. 

Jemima married James Rooke in St. Kew on February 
20, 1864. We’re not sure how they met. James was born 
and raised in Perranarworthal, far to the southwest near 
Falmouth. He was a gardener - perhaps he tended the 
Vicar’s flowers, among other things. Their first 
children, including Emily, appear to have been born in 
Mawnan, which is way back south of Falmouth again, 
45 miles away from St. Kew. 

James left for Canada in 1870, leaving Jemima and the 
kids with her parents. He may have travelled with an 
uncle. His family followed the next year, and it must 
have been after April 2, because Jemima and the kids 
appear with John and Jane Pinch in St. Kew in 1871. vn 

John Pinch lived to the ripe old age of 79 in St. Kew. vm 
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After much trial and error, we turned up a surprise in 
Carroll, Iowa. lx 




The “Nursery” occupation most 
likely refers to the manner in which 
James was applying his gardening 
skills there. Luckily, they didn’t stay 
long! I guess you could say they 
came to their census in 1881 when 
they decided to move up in the 
world, eh? 

We’re not yet clear on where they 
were in Manitoba initially. We have 
more work to do in understanding 
the layout of townships, meridians, 
concessions, etc. 


Emily was the first of the Rooke children to marry 
when she wed George Henry Williamson in 1888. Two 
of her brothers married good 
Cornish girls, Painter sisters. 

Her own sister Jemima 
married a man named John 
Clinton Toms, another Cornish 
name with a familiar ring. 

Recall that her grandmother 
(John Pinch’s wife) was Jane 
Toms. We’re not sure if there 
is a secondary relationship - 
it’s a pretty common name in 
Cornwall. 



Another interesting Cornish trait is their penchant for 
middle names that make you blink and scratch your 
head. The Rooke family in particular seems to have a 
had flair for it. Emily’s older brother was John 
Lanksbury Rooke, for example. There is a reason for 
this - a wonderfully useful reason for family history 
researchers - but that’s another story. 


As easy as it was, we learned some lessons from our 
Pinch discovery. The first was to try a simple search 
now and then, and venture beyond the same old 
genealogy favourites and government archives sites. 
People are always posting interesting new things, and if 
you have the patience to wade through some of the 
more typical internet flotsam, sometimes you get lucky. 

The other lesson was to copy copy copy! Don’t expect a 
web site to be there next week, let alone next year. We 
copied the St. Kew part of Clive’s site (and have added 
to it since), but now wish we had saved the other 
branches too. Just because he hadn’t yet connected the 
families doesn’t mean that we couldn’t eventually. Now 
it probably won’t happen. 

Even the 1880 picture of the St. Kew parish church no 
longer shows up on an image search. Lives change, and 
the internet shadows they cast change with them. Don’t 
count on finding the same thing twice! ❖ 


Discoveries over the summer of2002 



Fuchsia variety, “Pinch Me ” 
For the gardener once Pinched, James Rooke. 
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Notes 


I Thanks Laura! She copied this from the 1881 Dominion of Canada Census returns on National Archives film C- 
13283 for Mountain, Marquette (Manitoba district 186, sub-district C), division 1, page 21, among many others! 

II GenUKI transcription of the summary of St. Kew printed in The Cornwall Gazetteer , first in 1817. 

III Information on the history of the St. Kew was taken from the parish home page. 

IV The protestation was an oath of allegiance to the King and the established church. A bill was passed in Parliament 
in July 1641 requiring those over the age of 18 to sign the protestation. In practice, this meant all men; women were 
not usually asked to sign. No one was allowed to hold office in the church or the state unless they signed. A letter 
was sent by the Speaker of the House of Commons to the sheriffs instructing them to take the protestation with the 
justices of the peace in their county, and then the incumbent of each parish was to read the protestation to his 
parishioners and they were all to sign. This took place in February and March 1641/2. The Protestation Returns were 
then sent back to Parliament. 


v 1861 Census of England and Wales , St. Kew (Hill) Cornwall, district 2, page 7. 

V1 Ibid, St. Minver Highlands, district 7, page 12: St. Minver Parsonage. 

vn From census database details on Ancestry.com: The 1871 census for England was taken on the night of 2 April 
1871. From 1851-1901, enumeration forms were distributed to all households a couple of days before census night 
and the complete forms were collected the next day. All responses were to reflect the individual's status as of the 
indicated date for all individuals who had spent the night in the house. People who were travelling or living abroad 
were enumerated at the location where they spent the night on census night. All of the details from the individual 
forms were later sorted and copied into enumerators' books, which are the records we can view images of today. The 
original householders schedules from 1841 to 1901 were destroyed. 

vm From the records of Clive Pinch. Confirmation is available from the UK GRO for the death of a John Pinch, age 
79 in Bodmin registration district, between July and September of 1886. The index volume is 5c, but the page 
number is illegible, so the search will cost more. 

1X 1880 National census of the United States , Carroll City, Carroll Iowa, district 32, page 39. 








